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Message Text 


1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL DATED 
MAY 18 HEADED ;A BREAKTHROUGH WITH PANAMA?” 

2. PANAMA'S VOLUBLE PRESIDENT, GEN. OMAR TORRIJOS, NOW 
SAYS IN AN INTERVIEW THAT HE WOULD LET THE UNITED STATES 
HELP GUARANTEE THE CANAL'S NEUTRALITY AFTER IT PASSES 0ACK 
UNDER PANAMANIAN CONTROL. THIS CONCESSION WOULD SEEM TO 
ADDRESS THE UNITED STATES’ PRIME DEMAND IN NEGOTIATIONS 
FOR A NEW TREATY TO REPLACE THE GROSSLY UNJUST TREATY THAT 
TEDDY ROOSEVELT IMPOSED IN 1903. THAT DEMAND IS THAT WHEN 
THE NEW TREATY EXPIRES, PRESUMABLY AROUND THE YEAR 2000, 
WASHINGTON WILL STILL HAVE A ROLE IN THE DEFENSE OF T;E 
CANAL. 
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3. WILL THE GENERAL'S NEGOTIATORS SPELL OUT PRIVATELY AND 
OFFICIALLY, IN THE TALKS RESUMING HERE TODAY, WHAT HE HAS 
HINTED PUBLICLY? WILL AMERICAN NEGOTIATORS BE READY TO 
OFFER MATCHING CONCESSIONS? IF SO, THE CARTER ADMINISTRA- 
TION MAY BE CLOSER TO A RESOLUTION OF THE CORROSIVE PANAMA 
ISSUE THAN AT ANY POINT SINCE TALKS BEGAN.. .IN 1964. THE 
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DIPLOMATIC PRIZE GLITTERS. BUT EXPERIENCE COUNSELS CAUTION, 

FOR THIS IS NOT A MATTER THAT CAN BE HANDLED IN COZY 
EXCHANGES BETWEEN DIPLOMATS; IN BOTH COUNTRIES THE ISSUE 
IS DEEPLY ROOTED IN DOMESTIC POLITICS. 

4. GEN. TORRIJOS'S REPORTED READINESS TO COMPROMISE MAY 
NOT ARISE EXCLUSIVELY, AS HE SUGGESTS, FROM DEFERENCE TO 
HIS LATIN NEIGHBORS. IT MAY ALSO ARISE FROM HIS NEED TO 
REASSURE THE NUMEROUS PANAMANIANS WHO, LACKING FULL CONFI- 
DENCE IN THE GENERAL AND PERHAPS ALSO IN THEMSELVES, 

HESITATE TO TAKE THE FULL BURDEN OF THE CANAL UPON PANAMA. 
THE THREAT TO PANAMANIAN RATIFICATION OF A NEW TREATY HAS 
ALWAYS COME LESS FROM THE RADICAL LEFT THAN THE CONSERVA- 
TIVE RIGHT. 

5. IN THIS COUNTRY, THE RIGHT HAS WIDELY PROMOTED THE 
WRONGHEADED NOTION THAT THE CANAL ZONE IS AMERICAN SOVER- 
EIGN TERRITORY THAT SHOULD NOT BE "GIVEN AWAY" TO PANAMA. 

IN FACT, THE 1903 TREATY BESTOWED ; RIGHTS IN PERPETUITY 

...AS IF (THE UNITED STATES) WERE THE SOVEREIGN." IT IS 
THESE RIGHTS-AS DISTINCT FROM ACTUAL SOVEREIGNTY, WHICH 
TECHNICALLY WAS NEVER SURRENDERED BY PANAMA-THAT WOULD BE 
RETURNED ON AGREED TERMS IN A NEW TREATY. BUT "RETENTION" 

OF A "SOVEREIGNTY" THAT THE UNITED STATES NEVER TRULY 
ACQUIRED HAS BECOME, TO MANY AMERICANS, A POINT OF PRO- 
FOUND NATIONAL HONOR AND PRIDE. 

6. SOME NEW POLLS INDICATE THAT POPULAR SUPPORT FOR 
"RETENTION, IS GROWING. BY ONE SENATE VOTE COUNT, THERE 
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ARE AT LEAST 43 RELATIVELY HARD VOTES LINED UP AGAINST A 
NEW TREATY, EVEN ONE EMBODYING THE CONCESSION HINTED AT 
BY GEN. TORRIJOS. IF MR. CARTER IS SERIOUS ABOUT 
PRESSING FOR A NEW TREATY, HE MUST PREPARE FOR WHAT WILL 
UNQUESTIONABLY BE THE MOST WRACKING POLITICAL COMBAT OF 
HIS NEW ADMINISTRATION. CHRISTOPHER 
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